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Commemorating
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with
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Michael C. Haigler, conductor
Sunday, June 12, 2011 at 4pm

Christ Church - 61 East Main St., Oyster Bay, NY

Welcome to Christ Church,
the Episcopal Parish of Oyster Bay!

Please silence cell phones and pagers before the concert begins.
Restrooms are located in the parish hall,
across the lane from the church.

Please do not use recording devices of any kind
during the performance (including still photography).
–––––––––––––-––––

This afternoon’s concert is sponsored and presented by Concerts at Christ Church,
which is funded entirely by donations from individuals and businesses in the community. 

YOUR DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED!

To become a Friend of Concerts At Christ Church, make checks

 payable to “Concerts at Christ Church” or write “Concerts at Christ Church”

in the subject line.  Your generous donation will be credited
at future performances in the following giving levels:

Friend:
$1-$49

Donor:
$50-$99

Angel:
$100-$499

Patron:
$500-$999

Benefactor:
$1000-$2499
Impresario:
$2500-$4999

Archangel:
$5000-$9999

Sponsor:
$10,000 or more

All donations are tax deductible.

Note: All donations made to Concerts at Christ Church are used entirely for

concert events and are not applied toward any church activities. 

To ensure that your generous donation helps future concerts,
make checks payable to Concerts at Christ Church.

Program

Symphony No. 2 in C minor 
Gustav Mahler (1860-1911)
Composed between 1888 and 1894.  Approximate duration: 80 minutes.


 World premiere (first three movements only): March 4, 1895, Berlin Philharmonic.

World premiere (complete): December 13, 1895, Berlin, also conducted by the composer.

 American premiere: December 8, 1908, New York City, New York Symphony Orchestra.


I. Allegro maestoso

21’


II. Andante moderato

10’

III. In ruhig flieβender Bewegung (with calm, flowing movement)
11’
– fifteen minute intermission –   


IV. “Urlight” Sehr feierligh, aber schlicht
5’
              (“Primal Light” very solemn, but simple)



V. Im Tempo des Scherzo (In tempo of the Scherzo)
33’
Soloists

     Emily Newton, soprano

Tynan Davis, mezzo-soprano

Christ Church Symphony Orchestra and Chorus

Michael C. Haigler, conductor

Thank you for attending today’s concert!
Please make a donation at the back of the church to help us continue
to bring the best possible quality music to Oyster Bay.

Please join us after the concert for a reception in the parish hall.

Text, Subtext, and Translation

The composer gives a few words of description for each of the symphony’s five movements.  They are printed in italics below.

I. Allegro maestoso

21’
Totenfier - Funeral rites

Why have you lived?
Why have you suffered?

What is this life and this death?

Is all this a wild dream, or has this life and this death a meaning?

II. Andante moderato

10’
A sad recollection of the departed’s life, youth, and lost innocence.

III. In ruhig flieβender Bewegung (with calm, flowing movement)
11’
Disbelief.  Negation.  Despair.  Torment.  Eerieness.

(fifteen minute intermission)

IV. “Urlight” Sehr feierligh, aber schlicht (“Primal Light” very solemn, but simple)
5’
Words of simple faith.

Original German
“Urlicht”
O Röschen rot!

Der Mensch liegt in größter Noth!

Der Mensch liegt in größter Pein!

Je lieber möcht’ ich im Himmel sein.

Da kam ich auf einen breiten Weg:

Da kam ein Engelein
und wollt’ mich abweisen.

Ach nein!

Ich ließ mich nicht abweisen!

Ich bin von Gott
und will wieder zu Gott!

Der liebe Gott wird mir
ein Lichtchen geben,

Wird leuchten mir bis in
das ewig selig Leben!


English
“Primeval Light”
O red rose!

Man lies in greatest need!

Man lies in greatest pain!

How I would rather be in heaven.

There came I upon a broad path

when came a little angel
and wanted to turn me away.

Ah no!
I would not let myself be turned away!

I am from God
and shall return to God!

The loving God will grant me
a little light,

Which will light me into
that eternal blissful life!

V. Im Tempo des Scherzo (In tempo of the Scherzo)
33’
The last judgment is at hand.  Chorus of Heavenly Hosts.
Overwhelming love fills us with bliss and illuminates our existence.

Original German
First eight lines from “Die Auferstehung”

by Friedrich Gottlieb Klopstock.
Additional words by the composer.

Chorus:

Aufersteh’n, ja aufersteh’n

Wirst du, Mein Staub,

Nach kurzer Ruh’!

Unsterblich Leben! Unsterblich Leben

wird der dich rief dir geben!

Wieder aufzublüh’n wirst du gesät!

Der Herr der Ernte geht

und sammelt Garben

uns ein, die starben!

Alto Soloist:

O glaube, mein Herz, o glaube:

Es geht dir nichts verloren!

Dein ist, ja dein, was du gesehnt!

Dein, was du geliebt,

Was du gestritten!

Soprano Soloist:

O glaube

Du wardst nicht umsonst geboren!

Hast nicht umsonst gelebt, gelitten!

Chorus:

Was entstanden ist

Das muß vergehen!

Was vergangen, auferstehen!

Hör’ auf zu beben!

Bereite dich zu leben!

Soloists:

O Schmerz! Du Alldurchdringer!

Dir bin ich entrungen!

O Tod! Du Allbezwinger!

Nun bist du bezwungen!

Chorus/Soloists:

Mit Flügeln, die ich mir errungen,

In heißem Liebesstreben,

Werd’ich entschweben

Zum Licht, zu dem kein Aug’gedrungen!

Mit Flügeln, die ich mir errungen

Werde ich entschweben.

Sterben werd’ich, um zu leben!

Aufersteh’n, ja aufersteh’n

wirst du, mein Herz, in einem Nu!

Was du geschlagen

zu Gott wird es dich tragen!


English Translation

(translation by Robert Frankum
   and Michael C. Haigler)
Chorus:

Rise again, yes, rise again,

Will you, my dust,

After a brief rest!

Immortal life! Immortal life

Will He who called you, give you.

To bloom again, you are sown!

The Lord of the harvest goes

And gathers us sheaves,

Together, who died.

Alto Soloist:

O believe, my heart, O believe:

Nothing to you is lost!

Yours is, yes yours, is what you have longed for,

Yours, what you have loved,

What you have fought for!

Soprano Soloist:

O believe,

You were not for nothing born!

Have not for nothing lived, suffered!

Chorus:

What was created

Must perish,

What perished, rise again!

Cease to tremble!

Prepare yourself to live!

Soloists:

O Pain, You piercer of all things,

From you, I have been wrenched away!

O Death!  Conqueror of everything!

Now, you are conquered!

Chorus/Soloists:

On wings I have struggled to attain,

In love’s ardent striving,

I shall soar away

To the light no eye has ever seen!

Its wing that I won is expanded,

and I fly up.

Die shall I, in order to live.

Rise again, yes, rise again,

Will you, my heart, in an instant!

That which you have struggled for,

To God it will lead you!

Notes on Mahler’s Second Symphony

Because Gustav Mahler wrote extensively about his second symphony, to which he gave the title Resurrection, perhaps the best way to understand the piece is through the composer’s own words.

In the first movement “Totenfeier” (Funeral Rites), “we stand at the grave of a well-beloved man.  There arise the great questions: ‘Why did you live?, Why did you suffer?’  We must answer these questions in some way if we are to continue living in a way that is meaningful.”

The second movement is an intermezzo, “a blissful moment in the dear departed’s life and a sad recollection of his youth and lost innocence.”

In the third movement, our reverie is interrupted and we “return to life’s confusion…  ceaseless agitation, the meaningless bustle...” of everyday life.

Regarding the fourth movement, Mahler writes: “In the Urlicht (Primeval Light), the questions and struggle of the human soul as well as its driving nature and existence come to the forefront.”

In the fifth movement, Mahler declares that “the last judgment is at hand…but lo and behold:  there is no judgment, no sinners, no just men, no great and no small; there is no punishment and no reward.  A feeling of overwhelming love fills us with blissful knowledge and illuminates our existence.”

Richard Strauss conducted the first three movements at a concert given by the Berlin Philharmonic in March, 1895.  With the same orchestra, Mahler conducted the premiere of the complete work on December, 13, 1895 to great acclaim.

Mahler’s own reaction upon hearing the music for the first time would accurately foretell the effect the Resurrection Symphony would have on countless audiences to come:  

The whole thing sounds as though it came to us from some other world.  And I think there is no one who can resist it.  One is battered to the ground and then raised on angels’ wings to the highest heights.
notes by Elliot Levioff, Ed.D

 About the Performers
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Praised for her “full voice and striking presence”, Emily Newton, soprano, is from Lake Jackson, Texas.  She joined the roster of the Metropolitan Opera this season for the new production of Die Walküre and returns next season for Khovanschina and again for Die Walküre.  She has been seen on the opera stage in such roles as Fiordiligi, Donna Anna, Elisabetta, Mìmì, Beatrice di Tenda and Zaunschlüpfer among others.  Also at home on the concert stage she has performed excerpts of the roles of Violetta and Marschallin, as well as soprano solos in Barber’s Knoxville:  Summer of 1915, Debussy’s La Damoiselle Èlue, Beethoven’s Mass in C and Ninth Symphony, Brahms’ Requiem, Mendelssohn’s Elijah, Haydn’s The Creation, and Schubert’s Mirjam’s Siegesgesang.  In 2011 she was a prizewinner in the Gerda Lissner and Connecticut Opera Guild Competitions, as well as a finalist in the Jensen Competition.  She has twice advanced to the Regional Finals of the Metropolitan Opera’s National Council Auditions and recently was a semi-finalist in the International Moniuszko Competition in Warsaw, Poland.  Ms. Newton currently resides in New York City and is a student of Ruth Golden.
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Mezzo-soprano Tynan Davis has been described as a dynamic and radiant performer.  For the last six seasons, she has performed with Concerts at Christ Church as a recitalist and as the alto soloist in Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, Mozart’s Solemn Vespers and Requiem, Bach’s Magnificat, and the Vivaldi Gloria.  Other recent performances include the title role in Bizet’s Carmen and the Bach Cantata No.82: Ich habe genug with the Rapides Symphony Orchestra, and Dorabella in Mozart’s Cosi fan tutte and Ado Annie in Oklahoma! with the Natchez Festival of Music.  This summer Ms. Davis is a Young Artist with the Caramoor Bel Canto Young Artist program.  She will sing the role of Cousin Hebe in their upcoming production of H.M.S. Pinafore.  Ms. Davis was a finalist in the 2010 Liederkranz Competition and a semi-finalist in both the 2010 Palm Beach Opera and Joy in Singing competitions.
[image: image4.jpg]


Conductor Michael C. Haigler has served as Artistic Director of Concerts at Christ Church for the past five years and also holds positions as Chorus Master and Assistant Conductor of the Bronx Opera Company, Assistant Conductor of the Orchestra of the Bronx, and Music Director of “Festival 56,” a summer theater festival in Princeton Illinois.  A native of Atlanta, he graduated magna cum laude from the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, NY, and moved to New York City in 2001.  In the years since he has been active in opera, conducting productions with Brooklyn Opera, Riverside Opera (Staten Island), the New York Metro Vocal Arts Ensemble (NYC), and the Lehman College Drama Department (Bronx).  In May of this year he made his conducting debut with the Bronx Opera in Donizetti’s comedy Don Pasquale, and is thrilled to conclude the most exciting season of his life today.  Other recent credits include the Atlanta Opera Studio (GA), Sarasota Opera (FL), the Sarasota Pops Orchestra, Knoxville Opera (TN), and Virginia Opera.  Upcoming productions include Handel’s Messiah at Leonia Presbyterian Church in New Jersey (December 2011), and Kiss Me, Kate with Festival 56 (summer 2011).  In 2001 Mr. Haigler was honored to be chosen as one of eight conductors out of over 350 applicants as a finalist in Lorin Maazel’s International conducting competition.  Also an active composer, he has received commissions from the Goliard Chamber Ensemble (Queens), the Yale University Bluedogs (CT), and Irving Park Lutheran Church in Chicago.  In addition to his church duties at Christ Church, Mr. Haigler also currently serves as hymnody editor of Synthesis, a monthly liturgical publication for clergy and church musicians.
The Festival Chorus

      Sopranos

Linda Byrne

Rita Downs

Elisa Dragotto*

Debbie Held

Colby Luckenbill

Pamela Mericle

Denise Mullin

Ellen Nicoll

Marla Peltzer*

Valerie Pezzulo

Martha Relyea

Hannah Rosenbaum

Cathy Schramm

Saundra Simoneé

Leslie Swanson


      Altos

Claire Bellerjeau

Marguerite Casparian

Tynan Davis

Tina Girardi

Terry Grace

Donna Fiore Houman*

Susan McLeod

Natalie Megules †
Jennifer Miceli

Elisabeth Mooney

Eileen Relyea

Nancy Wielunski

      Tenors
Robert Adamo

Michael Fries*

Ton Heijmen

Matt Koraus

Joseph LoBianco

Barry McLod

Eric Schramm

Ed Wielunski 
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      Basses

David Burt*

Nicholas Carbuto

Nicholas Connolly

Robert Frankum

Christopher Judge*

Adam Kimmick

Harold Kingsley

Charles Markis

Andrew Mericle

David Sarles

David Saybrook

James Seiler

Ben Spierman

German Diction Advisor: Robert Frankum

The Symphony Orchestra
FLUTES

Amber Maly

Crystal Zagarello

Elaine Olschesky

OBOES
John Frisch

Mark Snyder

Slava Znatchenii

CLARINETS
Pascal Archer

Nuno Antunes

David Dunn


BASSOONS
Tim Emerson
Edward Burns

Melissa Kritzer

HORNS
Lauren Hosford

Judy Lee
Jamie Campbell

Jason Sugata
TRUMPETS
Sycil Mathai

Roberto Gandara
Chris Bubolz

TROMBONES
Michael Seltzer

David Nelson

Jonathan Greenberg

TUBA
Ben Stapp
HARP
Marge Fitts


VIOLIN I
Julianne Klopotic

David Marks

Marissa Licata

Laura Padegs Zamurs

Leo Adamov
Gregor Kitzis

Heather Bixler
VIOLIN II
Rieko Kawabata

Jonathan Kahn

Julia Koo

Marc Szammer

Diane Block

Mark Uys

VIOLA
Surai Nesrine Balbeisi

Brian Thompson

Aleksandr Nazaryan
Paula Cho

Entela Barci

CELLO
Tara Chambers

Maria Jeffers

Peter Howard

Benjamin Capps

BASS
Mark Wade

Edward Khaimovich

Victoria Tsvetkova
PERCUSSION
Jim Musto

Deanne Prouty

Stephen Myer

Kenny Medina

ORGAN

Matthew Koraus

Assistant Conductor: Matthew Koraus

Contracting: Julianne Klopotic and Michael C. Haigler

Stage Manager: Erica Mukherjee
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If you enjoyed today’s concert, please make a donation at the 
back of the church.  If you wish to be credited for your contribution,
leave a check payable to Concerts at Christ Church and your
donation will be acknowledged at future concerts.
      What will next season hold
                          for Concerts at Christ Church?

Help decide, by contributing today!

Concerts at Christ Church is committed to presenting
FREE concerts to enrich the Oyster Bay community.
All performances presented by Concerts at Christ Church are
funded entirely by generous donations from people like YOU.
(Business sponsors welcome!)

If you enjoyed this afternoon’s musical offering,
consider worshiping with us!

CHRIST CHURCH
The Episcopal Parish of Oyster Bay

61 East Main Street   Oyster Bay, NY  11771

Voice: (516) 922-6377   Fax: (516) 922-0802

The Rev. Dr. Peter Frasius Casparian, Rector

Michael C. Haigler, Music Director
WEEKLY SCHEDULE:

Holy Eucharist Rite I (Said) - 8:00 am

Choral Eucharist Rite II - 10:00 am

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

www.christchurchoysterbay.org    office@christchurchoysterbay.org

rector@christchurchoysterbay.org    Music Director: music@christchurchoysterbay.org



   * Adult Choir Section Leader





   † Soloist Cover (understudy)








