Your World

A short song cycle on poems by
Georgia Douglas Johnson

Music by
Michael C. Haigler

Commissioned and first performed by Goliard Concerts

Orchestration:
mezzo-soprano, violin, cello, bassoon, and piano

Songs:
I. Your World
I1. Youth
I11. The Heart of a Woman
IV. I Want to Die While You Love Me
V. Black Woman
VI Your World (reprise)

This draft completed:2/24/08
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I. Your WorLD

Your world is as big as you make it
I know, for I used to abide

In the narrowest nest in a corner
My wings pressing close to my side

But I sighted the distant horizon
Where the sky-line encircled the sea
And I throbbed with a burning desire
To travel this immensity.

I battered the cordons around me

And cradled my wings on the breeze
Then soared to the uttermost reaches
with rapture, with power, with ease!

II. Youtn

The dew is on the grasses, dear,
The blush is on the rose,

And swift across our dial-youth,
A shifting shadow goes.

The primrose moments, lush with bliss,
Exhale and fade away,

Life may renew the Autumn time,

But nevermore the May!

III. Tue HEART OF A WOMAN

Your WORLD

TuHE PoEMms

IV. I Want 10 Die WHiLE You Love Mk
I want to die while you love me,

While yet you hold me fair,
While laughter lies upon my lips

And lights are in my hair.

I want to die while you love me,
And bear to that still bed,

Your kisses turbulent, unspent
To warm me when I’m dead.

I want to die while you love me
Oh, who would care to live

Till love has nothing more to ask
And nothing more to give!

I want to die while you love me
And never, never see

The glory of this perfect day
Grow dim or cease to be.

V. BLaAck WoMAN

Don't knock at my door, little child,
I cannot let you in,

You know not what a world this is
Of cruelty and sin.

Wait in the still eternity
Until I come to you,

The world is cruel, cruel, child,
I cannot let you in!

Don't knock at my heart, little one,
I cannot bear the pain

Of turning deaf-ear to your call
Time and time again!

You do not know the monster men
Inhabiting the earth,

Be still, be still, my precious child,
I must not give you birth!

The heart of a woman goes forth with the dawn,
As a lone bird, soft winging, so restlessly on,
Afar o’er life’s turrets and vales does it roam

In the wake of those echoes the heart calls home.

The heart of a woman falls back with the night,
And enters some alien cage in its plight,
And tries to forget it has dreamed of the stars

While it breaks, breaks, breaks on the sheltering bars.
IV. Your World (reprise)
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Words: Georgia Douglas Johnson
Vivace ( =124-132)

Il Youth

Music: Michael C. Haigler
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Words: Georgia Douglas Johnson

l1l. The Heart of a Woman
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Music: Michael C. Haigler
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V. | Want to Die While You Love Me

Words: Georgia Douglas Johnson Music: Michael C. Haigler
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Words: Georgia Douglas Johnson J Music: Michael C. Haigler
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